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Hegel’s Philosophy of Right and Law in the Present Days

The central question of modern normative orders how individual autonomy can be collectively organised in a way that respects and supports the individual freedom of the norm addressees is for Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel a legal question. Hegel tells us that right is the objective existence (Dasein) of our freedom. Furthermore, he identifies the state and its positive laws as a cultural product with the realisation of freedom as such. For Hegel, every stage in the development of the idea of freedom has its own special right, since it is the existence of freedom in one of its own determinations. 

The seminar will analyse Hegel’s concept of the will as it is outlined in his “Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts oder Naturrecht und Staatswissenschaft im Grundrisse” (“Elements of the Philosophy of Right or Natural Law and Political Science in Outline”) and then examine the different stages in the development of the idea of freedom. In this context the question will be asked which relations to the rule of law in the present days can be identified. 
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