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Indirect Conceptualization: Metaphor, Metonymy, Polysemy
Whenever the mind is confronted with a new kind of phenomenon it tries to integrate it into its ontology by assigning it to a corresponding new concept. Most often, this new concept is formed via indirect conceptualization, i.e., in terms of secondary uses of preexisting concepts and this shows in the linguistic label chosen for the new concept. E.g. a "machine for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights by means of a projecting swinging arm" was called a 'crane' for its visual appearance and so the polysemy of the contemporary noun came about. But also familiar phenomena with established concepts can be reconceptualized by indirect conceptualization, e.g. when time is not taken, but eaten. We will look at recent developments in the theory of figurative meaning and polysemy from the viewpoint of cognitive science, taking a concept-based stance and discussing among others the Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT, Lakoff 2008), but also critical studies such as Casasanto (in press) that empirically test and partially falsify CMT. We will further look at the connections between polysemy and polyvalency (Zaefferer 2002) and metonymy (Zaefferer 2008) and try to come up with an integrated picture of the linguistic reflexes of indirect conceptualization. 
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