April 27 – May 01, 2009
Problems in Medical Ethics
Neurotraumatology has made great progress over the past four decades. The medical and biological understanding of brain lesions allows of helping patients who had no or almost no chance to survive head injuries before. With the undoubted and indeed remarkable medical progress new, so far unknown ethical problems occurred. Some of these problems concern the decisions for or against further therapy after lesions in the right or in the left hemisphere of the brain. While patients with right-hemispheric lesions are often treated, the opposite is true for patients with left-hemispheric lesions. It may be supposed that a certain biased understanding of human nature - man as a rational being - stands in the background. 
The seminar will discuss the problems connected with therapeutic decisions after brain lesions in general.
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