March 23 – 27, 2009
Encountering Foreign Languages and Cultures: Multiple Perspectives

For many centuries the people in Europe have had to come to terms with culture and language contacts in a wide range of contexts and situations. Multilingual competences and intercultural sensitivity are by no means demands of the 21st century only. 

The seminar aims to shed light on a number of situations of linguistic and cultural encounters – both in the past and in the present, both in instructional contexts (schools and other educational institutions) and in natural settings. The perspectives include the political (how language education is organized, which languages are taught and valued, which contents are seen as important), the aesthetic (how literature is seen as an important aid as well as a goal), the methodological (how particular methods support language and intercultural learning), the educational (how intercultural contacts aid the development of knowledge and sensitivity). Learning as well as teaching, teacher education (e.g. choice of teaching as a profession) and professional development of language teachers will be considered.

A more detailed seminar plan will be submitted in December 2008.

Participants are postgraduates and PhD students working on research topics within the field outlined.
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