February 16 - 20, 2009
Bavaria and Italy: Aspects of Cultural and Historical Relationship

Bavaria is one of the densest centers of cultural life in the middle of Europe. Innumerable works of art came from this part of Europe over every epoch of its history, most of them springing from a spiritual and religious root, especially in times when each and every part of human life was influenced by the church.

Yet not only the rich works of fine art, but all cultural achievements of Bavaria were predominantly shaped and to a great extend supported by the church until the changes brought about by the revolutions around 1800.

To understand the spiritual and cultural development in Bavaria one should always consider the fact that the country lies in the heart of Europe, where many paths and influences meet.

The Romans ruled over the area between the river Danube and the Alps for more than 400 years. This is why Bavaria felt very close to the Latin South until the end of the 18th century. Moreover there had existed a close relationship to Italy since the establishment of the tribes called Bavarii in the 5th and 6th century. This old and steady relationship with the South showed its richest and last great display in the South-German baroque era, which was mainly influenced by the catholic church.

This compact seminar course wants to deal with the different aspects and questions of Bavarian – Italian cultural and ecclesiastical history:  the ‘Langobards’, the house of the ‘Agilolfinger’, Ludwig the Bavarian and the papacy in the late Middle Ages, “Rome in Bavaria” und the first Jesuits in dukedom, Orlando di Lasso in Munich, Ferdinand Maria and his Italian wedding, the multiple style imports.

Certificates will be given due to regular attendance and a written, handed in and given presentation (about 30 minutes) of 10 to 20 pages.

Topics:

1. ‘Langobards’, ‘Agilolfinger’ and the papacy (Theudelinde und pope Gregor I, the Great [treasure of the cathedral, Monza])

2. Ludwig the Bavarian and the papacy (Marsilius of Padua, Michael of Cesena)

3. Enea Silio Piccolomini and Bavaria

4. Bavaria and the dioceses of ‘Brixen’ and ‘Trient’ until the end of Holy Roman Empire

5. “Rome in Bavaria” – the first Jesuits in the dukedom

6. Prince elector Ferdinand Maria and his “Italian wedding” with Henriette Adelheid

7. The influences of Italian music

8. Art – Italian builders in Bavaria, Bavarian builders in Italy

9. The Bavarian concordat 1817/21

Topics with art historical focus:

1. Importing style I: The Jesuit church St Michel in Munich

2. Importing style II: The church St Kajetan in Munich

3. Influences of the Italian baroque in the works of the Asam brothers

4. Power and splendor – Tiepolo and the residence of the archbishop in Würzburg 

5. Italy and Munich – architecture in the time of Ludwig I

6. ‘Caritas’ und praise of the Lord – La scuola Grande di San Rocco

7. The architecture of the mendicant orders shown on the Franciscan church St Maria Gloriosa dei Frari

8. Meditation and worship – the Sacra Conversazione type of painting

9. Carpaccio’s cycle of Ursula
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