May 12 - 16, 2008
Legal Problems Concerning the E-Commerce
E-commerce is a fast-growing business with great an importance both for companies involved as well as for consumers. In addition, the internet is becoming a promoter of the European single market. Of course, various legal problems arise in this context. The seminar will focus on some of those.

The participants of the seminar may choose from the following topics:

1. Liability of Companies Operating Online Auctions for an Offer Infringing Copyrights

2. Liability of Companies Operating Internet Search Engines

3. The Peers’ Liability for Uploading and Downloading from Peer-to-Peer File Sharing Networks

4. Invasion of Personal Privacy by Google Earth and Google Street View

5. Conclusion of Contracts on the Internet

6. Peculiarities Regarding the Use of General Terms and Conditions in the E-Commerce, Especially in  

    Case of Online Auctions

7. The Absence of Intention during the Conclusion of a Contract on the Internet

8. The Accountability for Third Persons’ Actions in Connection with the Conclusion of a Contract on the 
    Internet

9. The Conditions for Acting in One’s Commercial or Professional Capacity at Online Auctions

10. The Right of Withdrawal from Contracts Concluded on the Internet – Especially: Necessary Consumer 
      Information

11. The Misuse of Credit Cards in Mail Order Transactions

The seminar will be held in English on the basis of German and – where applicable – European law. In advance, each participant will have to write a paper on his or her topic not exceeding 30 pages. This paper shall be sent to Professor Hager until May 3, 2008. During the seminar, each topic will be introduced by the respective participant by means of a lecture lasting 30 minutes. Afterwards, the topic will be discussed in detail.
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