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De-differentiation and Modern Systems Theory: Conceptual Developments and Empirical Applications
Despite its increasing popularity modern systems theory remains a heavily contested theoretical approach in sociology. In particular, Niklas Luhmann’s theory of self-referential social systems consisting of communications (rather than persons) has attracted both ardent followers and fierce criticism. One of the building blocks of the systems-theoretical account of modern society is the concept of functional differentiation. Although the association of modernity with differentiation has a long tradition in sociology, many scholars also regard “de-differentiation” as a significant phenomenon, usually in the form of either a temporary or regional suspension of differentiation. The seminar will be concerned with important new ideas, concepts and questions in the theory of societal differentiation. We will also discuss the possibilities and limits of empirical applications that cover broad areas in sociology such as organizations, social stratification, networks, and war.
Course outline (numbers refer to the readings)

	
	Morning
	Afternoon
	Evening

	03/05
	-
	Introduction (1.)
	-



	04/05
	Role structures (2.)
	Political consumption (6.)
	Developing countries, pt. 1

(8.)



	05/05
	De-differentiation as subsystemic dominance (3.)
	War (7.)
	Developing countries, pt. 2

(8.)



	06/05
	Interaction, organization, society (4.)
	Politics and the mass media

(9.)


	Stratification (5.)
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