April 26 – May 01, 2005
The Interface of Medicine - Philosophy -  Psychology.
An analysis of actual ethico/philosophical - psychological - medical problems 
The above professors of the University of Munich are organizing an interdisciplinary student course to enhance awareness and understanding of problems having an overlap between medicine, philosophy and psychology. Its purpose is to emphasize important collateral aspects of these disciplines in order to find common denominators - as basis for potential collaborations.

The medical problem fields used as models for in-depth analysis during the course are 
- Intensive care medicine -  the ethical problem of triage, the psychological burden for rescue personnel, the medical/ethical problem of interrupting or discontinuation of treatment in terminal cases, among others.

- Organ transplantation - underlying ethical problems, specifically the imbalance of desperate organ recipients on waiting lists and the limited availability of organ donation from brain-dead patients. An increasingly pertinent point in this context is the rise in donation of organs from living persons, as from husband to wife or from mother to daughter. This situation is a case in point to illustrate the overlap of ethics/philosophy with psychology and medicine. Recent interdisciplinary research gives evidence that the allocation of donor organs is ethically inadequate in so far as equal individual claims are not to be fully recognized by the allocation as practiced in Europe. The seminar will discuss different options of proper answers to ethically warranted claims.

- Ethical conflicts in biomedical research - with specific focus on human embryonic stem cell experiments. In this field of research the discussion will concentrate on the role of the underlying moral dissent concerning the beginning of individual and personal human life. It seems that the major problem of licensing labs to do stem cell research in Germany which makes use of human embryos goes back to this type of ethical dissent. It seems to be a problem of Weltanschauung and is not due to moral argument in the narrow sense.

The above problems will among others be assessed from the psychological point of view of acceptance and moral conceptions and ideas implicitly including ethical aspects with the following questions:

(a) Value understanding, moral/ethical conceptions from the view of psychology

(b) Value building and significance in groups and institutions

(c) Ethics and group self-awareness, moral conceptions and moral awareness between different           groups

(d) Professions in conflict

(e) The role of moral dissent in arguments of medical ethics
The course will recruit approximately 30 students for front lectures and seminars requiring active student involvement. The highly knowledgeable experts of the University of Munich will be complemented by outside expert clinicians and scientists.
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