March 21 - 23, 2005
Philosophy of Economics
This course is meant as an introduction to the philosophy of economics. This field comprises methodology of economics as well as ethical aspects of economic activity. In this course, we will discuss – among some traditional texts by thinkers like John Stuart Mill and Milton Friedman – critical rationalist, pragmatic and naturalistic approaches to economics. Moreover, in recent years, there have been numerous attempts both by philosophers and economists in creating a sort of “unified” philosophical theory of economics. The basic idea of this theory is to apply the economic method to economics itself. We will critically review the fruitfulness of such a unified conception.
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