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Bavaria and Italy. Various Aspects of Their Ecclesiastical and Cultural Relations

In terms of culture Bavaria is one of the most dense areas of Europe. The great quantity of art from all epochs which you can find in this region generate for the most part from spiritual-religious roots at a time in which the Church still played an important role in all areas of human life. Not only the vivid forms of expression typical of the fine arts but all cultural accomplishment in Bavaria until the revolutionary changes around 1800 had religious motives or were supported by the Church. To be able to understand the intellectual-cultural development in Bavaria it is necessary to keep in mind that the region lies in the heart of Europe, at the crossing point of many paths and influences. For more than 400 years the Romans ruled the land between the Danube and the Alps. An especially close relationship was kept to the Latin South until the end of the 18th century. Since the Bavarian tribal formations of the 5th and 6th Century there had always been close contact with Italy. As is known, in the - mainly catholic - baroque culture of southern Germany this old and long-lasting contact with the South enjoyed its richest and last unfolding.

This seminar would like to focus on various aspects of church history and culture, such as the following: Bavaria and the papacy in Rome; the Andechs-Meranier; Francis of Assisi and his influence on Bavaria; religious movements of 16th Century Italy which found their way to Bavaria; Orlando di Lasso in Munich; Ferdinand Maria and his Italian marriage; the origins of the Counts of Görz and their beginnings in Carinthia and Friaul, Krain and Istria („From Bavaria to Friaul“) or the import of the baroque culture.

Introductory literature:

Bayern und Italien. Politik, Kultur, Kommunikation (8.-15. Jahrhundert). Festschrift für Kurt Reindel zum 75. Geburtstag. Im Auftrag der Kommission für bayerische Landesgeschichte herausgegeben von Heinz Dopsch, Stephan Freund, Alois Schmid (Zeitschrift für bayerische Landesgeschichte, Beiheft 18 [Reihe B]), München 2001.
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