February 21 -28, 2004
Carnival in Venice

History and Theology of an apparent Profane Celebration

Carnival in Venice is a universally known event. During those days the town is in an outrage and is filled with elaborate masks and colorful costumes. But what many do not suspect is the fact that Carnival is a phenomenon based on a deeply religious program – a fact that has been forgotten in modern times.

Today it needs to be called to mind that Carnival would not exist if it was not for the following period of Lent. Carnival is justified by Lent in so far as, before the period of abstinence begins, one is supposed to adequately take leave of worldly abundance in order to experience the period of fasting as spiritual abundance. A plain piece of evidence for the legitimation of such Christian interpretation is the fact that Carnival is mostly a tradition in Catholic countries.

The seminar attempts to study the historico-religious and historico-cultural roots of this Celebration as well its rites and customs – naturally also including on-the-spot observations. The examinations will put emphasis on several theological aspects connected with Venetian Carnival (biblical, pastoral-theological and moral-theological).
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