May 05 - 11, 2003
European Identity
Neither geographically nor culturally is Europe constituted as a clearly defined area or space. European identity can be determined only on the basis of her history. Historically Europe has several roots, which from what can be called the identity of the political and cultural history of “Europe” due to their specific historical developments and influences in different paradigmatic constellations. The most important roots are Athens, Rome and - in a special way – Jerusalem. In as much as the culture of late antiquity entered into Eastern and Central Europe and shaped different Celtic and Germanic cultures several different and interpenetrating cultural forms got established which would shape the coming history. The mediation of antiquity into the Middle Ages happened mediated by and in relation to two different constellations: through the partly European Judaism and the non-European Islam. In this respect has happened on the basis of what it is not. Over the centuries of the Middle Ages the Roman paradigm has shaped Southern, Western and Central Europe, whereas Eastern Europe has produced separate formations of European identity due to the Byzantine and Russian developments. Europe as unifying political, economic and cultural entity has been brought into being very much by missionary monasticism, the practice of pilgrimages and the rejection of the respective “other” – be it Mongols during the 13th century, the Turks during the 15th and 16th centuries and the oversee cultures during the 18th and 19th centuries. The plurality of respective political histories, the histories of law, the history of ideas, the histories of institutions etc has produced Europe in ever new affirmations and negotiations of her own past and in transgressing boundaries, i.e. Europe is the unrest of her own identity.
The seminar will be based on historical analysis so that structures of development of European identity can be understood, and it will have a structural basis as well, so that possible developments of the “being” Europe in the globalization world of 21st century can be determined.
Possible subtopics

(subtopics except the first and second have to be seen in the context of interaction of Christian, Jewish and Islamic and, in later times, secular elements):

-Athens

-Rome

-Rome and Byzantine culture

-What is the Migration of People

-Monasticism and Pilgrimages

-11th century as Turning Point
-Development of Cities and the Cathedrals of the 13th Century

-Europe and the Mongols
-Iberian Peninsula from Al-Andalus until the “discovery” of America

-Monetary Transfer, Renaissance and Reformation

-Science as Language of Europe Culture

-Colonialism

-The Catastrophes of the 20th Century

-Europe, America and Asia in the 21st Century – Values and Change of Values

-Europe, America and Asia in the 21st Century – Politics and Science
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