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Speech Act Theory and Clause Structure
Although it is a truism that using a human language consists in the simultaneous actions of (a) producing some perceivable shape with its linguistic structure and (b) performing acts like answering a dull question or ordering a sirloin steak, the precise nature of the relation between form and content on the discourse level is still a matter of much debate. Regarding the content, Searle's five-fold classification of illocutionary acts has the widest acceptance. With respect to form, it is well known that the following five sentence types are universal: declarative, polarity interrogative, constituent interrogative, imperative (or jussive) and exclamatory. But the two classifications do not match. The seminar will focus (a) on the tension between the categories of Speech Act Theory on the one hand and those provided by theories of clause structure on the other and (b) on some recent approaches to the problem that aim at drawing an integrated picture of the two domains.
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