March 31 – April 06, 2003
The Hollywood Musical
Cinematography's invention of sound coincided with the peak of Broadway musical success. Since the three major constituents of musical (acting, singing, dancing) were superbly suited for showing off this new technical device, the film musical quickly became one of the most popular of all Hollywood genres. This seminar will take a closer look both at some of the genre's highlights and at critical turning points/reinventions, and will thus review over 70 years of Hollywood history. Starting from The Broadway Melody (1929) and the Busby Berkeley-revue structure (42nd Street, 1933), we will focus on the 1930s Astaire-Rogers-formula (Top Hat, 1935) as well as the fairy tale musical (The Wizard of Oz, 1939), the folk musical (Meet Me in St Louis, 1944), and the show musical (Singin' in the Rain, 1952). With the ending of the studio era and the emergence of television, Rock' n' Roll and Popmusic, the 'classic' Hollywood musical underwent a sharp decline in popularity, but sought new invigorating approaches in such diverse films as Jailhouse Rock (1957), West Side Story (1961), Sweet Charity (1969), Jesus Christ Superstar (1973), Hair (1978), Grease (1978), Little Shop of Horrors (1986), and finally, Moulin Rouge (2001).

All participants will have to prepare a seminar session. 

Requirements for a Hauptseminarschein: oral presentation and research paper (to be completed afterwards). 

Preparatory reading: 

Altman, Rick. The American Hollywood Musical. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1987; 

Barrios, Richard. A Song in the Dark: The Birth of the Musical Film. New York, Oxford: Oxford UP 1995; 

Feuer, Jane. The Hollywood Musical. 2nd ed. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1993; 

Mundy, John. Popular Music on Screen: From Hollywood Musical to Music Video. Manchester, New York: Manchester UP1999.
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