March 03 - 09, 2003
Colonizing Histories: The Emergence of the Historical Novel in Britain and America

This intensive seminar for advanced students in English and American literature is concerned with the comparative interpretation of historical novels from early nineteenth century Britain and America. Based on a solid knowledge of four exemplary texts, Maria Edgeworth's Castle Rackrent (1800), Walter Scott's Waverley (1814), James F. Cooper's The Pioneers (1823), and Catharine Maria Sedgwick's Hope Leslie (1827), the seminar will start with a discussion of the emergence of the historical novel as a genre of fictional writing within the context of literary history and theory (e.g. the development of narrative strategies, the revision of concepts of fiction vs. history, and their functions, the formation of authorship, the institution of literature etc.). Shifting the focus to more contextual perspectives, the second part of the seminar will look at the novels in terms of cultural history, especially at their treatment and negotiation of questions of national and cultural identity, cultural difference, colonial contact, conflict and conquest. With the help of selected secondary texts, we will read the historical novel as an ongoing challenge to literary theory. ( The seminar will take place from March 1st to 8th, 2003 at San Servolo, Venice International University, Venice, Italy. Students of both English and American Literature (Anglistik and Amerikanistik) are invited to apply. Registration before October 15, 2002, by e-mail to the instructors (<anton.kirchhofer@uni-muenchen.de>, <peter.schneck@lrz.uni-muenchen.de>). All primary texts must have been read in advance (Pioneers and Hope Leslie as Penguin Classics, ed. by Donald A. Ringe and Carolyn L. Karcher respectively, and Rackrent and Waverley as Oxford World's Classics, ed. by George Watson and Claire Lamont respectively). There will be a preparatory meeting of the seminar early in the winter semester (place and time to be announced by e-mail), where a bibliography of selected secondary texts will be made available and topics for presentations will be distributed. All students will have to prepare a seminar session, offering preliminary readings and propositions for discussion, and leading the discussion. Requirements for a Hauptseminarschein: oral presentation, written term paper.
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