May 05 – 11, 2002

The role of facial expression and gesture in spoken language man-machine interactions

The DFG-funded graduate program SMuG_iKTIS (“Sprache, Mimik und Gestik im Kontext technischer Informationssysteme”) was installed at two Munich universities, LMU and TU, in spring 2000 as a platform for the investigation of speech, facial expression and gesture in the context of technical information systems.
During the first two days of the seminar in Venice we want to present selected results of our research in a set of papers. Then we plan to discuss and analyze three central questions in the framework of SMuG_iKTIS:
(1) Which emotional categories can – or even should – play a role in man-machine communication?


(2) How can sign language be used by deaf “speakers” to dictate written text in a man-machine interaction?

(3) What are the theoretical consequences of considering speech – i.e. the combination of audible and partly visible articulation, facial expression and gestures – as a reproducible result of applying a natural language to a given situation (embedded in a certain relevant context)?
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