March 10 - 16, 2002

The Presence of Ovid’s Metamorphoses in Contemporary English and American Literature

Ovid`s Metamorphoses seem to have a particular fascination for contemporary readers and writers. This may be owing not only to their emphasis on sex and crime but also to their concept of shifting identities and gender boundaries, which corresponds to a contemporary feeling that reality is not so stable - and rational - as we may have believed. The seminar, which will be chaired by Glenn Most, professor of Classical literature at the Scuola normale superiore at Pisa, and Ulrich Broich, professor of English at the University of Munich, will discuss a number of contemporary texts which use the Metamorphoses as an intertext. The following texts ought to be obtained - and read - by all participants: the translation of the Metamorphoses into English by Rolfe Humphries; M. Hofmann and James Lasdun (eds.), After Ovid. New Metamorphoses (New York, 1994); Philip Terry (ed.), Ovid Metamorphosed (London 2001); Lawrence Norfolk, Lempriere`s D! ictionary, Minerva (London, 1992). The seminar is mainly intended for advanced students. Participants are supposed to give a presentation (20 minutes). Information on subjects for presentation and any other information can be obtained from Professor Most (gwmost@web.de) and Professor Ulrich Broich (ulrichbroich@aol.com). Registration only with Professor Broich. 
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