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Between nature and nurture: What makes up personality?

Nature or Nurture? The question whether biology or culture, genes or environment is crucial for the development of the personality has been discussed controversially during the whole century.  In the last years new approaches were developed which try to be free from old ideological prejudices. Instead they start to look at both factors systematically. A crucial question of the seminar will be how new empirical results shape our image of man and our theories about the formation of personality. After an overview over the history of philosophical, sociological-psychological, and biological images of man we learn something about research-methods and new empirical results (twin research etc.). The critical arguments of evolutionary psychology against sociological and psychological theories of human behavior – and the counter-critique will be a focus of the seminar. Finally we speak about consequences of the new results from biology, developmental-psychology and sociology could have for education, jurisdiction and politics. 

For students of sociology, biology, philosophy and other sciences. 
Language of the seminar: English.
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