February 17 - 23, 2002

Social Choice Theory and Ethics

The aim of the seminar is to bring together work in the economic discipline of Social Choice Theory with philosophical reflections on its foundations and its applications in ethics and the theory of justice. An interdisciplinary collaboration between economics and philosophy in that area seems especially useful, as social choice theory deals with questions of immediate philosophical interest and moreover provides philosophy with a lot of important tools for dealing with questions of social justice and related fields. On the other hand, philosophy and some of its branches, especially logic, can contribute to foundational questions in the realm of social choice theory and in a broader sense, welfare economics. 

Topics for seminar discussion include: axiom systems for social choice and the logic behind them, several aspects of welfarism as a technical as well as a philosophical assumption, the role of social choice methods in distributive justice and in other areas of ethics, interpersonal comparisons of welfare and well-being.

The seminar is intended to explore the relationship between the formal models and interpretative matters, crossing the boundaries between philosophy, economics and logic. Scholars and advanced graduate students from both economics and philosophy and from both Munich and Tel Aviv universities are supposed to participate in the seminar, thereby guaranteeing a truly interdisciplinary and international character and contributing to the University Partnership between Munich and Tel Aviv.
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