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Theological Interpretations of History in the Time of the Weimar Republic.
Protestantism, Catholicism, and Judaism: a Comparison

The range of topics which were discussed by Jewish and Christian theologians in the 1920s was very broad. One special complex of themes gained new, intensified attention: Time, experience of time and historical understanding. The theological “eschatologism” of the early 1920s can be described as a radical criticism of traditional language and a rapid expansion of the historio-semantic universe. After a period of latency, scholars within theology responded to a widely shared critical perception of historicism and began to develop concepts marking a relatively new start which can be – and very often are – seen as ‘anti-historicist’. Instead of a manageable distinction between past, present and future one can now find more varied approaches which all share the intention to think of acceleration in time.

More fundamentally the theological anti-historicists of the 1920s claimed to be capable of formulating a principally new understanding of reality. The aim of this seminar is to discuss in depth not only prominent theological outlines but also those which have to date received little attention. This will also involve taking a look at theology’s ties with other academic disciplines, in particular philosophy. Beyond investigating such exemplary figures as K. Barth, P. Tillich, E. Peterson, F. Rosenzweig, G. Scholem and H. Hefele, attention will also be given to the work of E. Przywara, E. Bloch and C. Schmitt.
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