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Philosophical Applications of Social Choice Theory

Social Choice Theory has been a major tool in economic analysis since the seminal work of Kenneth Arrow 1951 and is blossoming more than ever. But increasingly also philosophers become aware of the important role of the conceptual and technical achievements of that bulk of theory for their own research. This has became rather obvious some time ago in some areas of practical philosophy, like the theory of justice, due to the work of John Rawls and Amartya Sen, among others. Up today, the techniques out of Social Choice prove to be even more fruitful than ever.  But the tools of social choice prove fruitful in several other spheres of philosophy, some of them being at the heart of theoretical philosophy. Discussions in as diverse fields as the theory of collective intentionality, the logic of counterfactual conditionals, the theory of belief revision and the metaphysics of modalities have been profited by relying on ideas from of Social Choice Theory. The structural conditions on choice functions or selection functions play a prominent role in different fields of philosophy; recently there has been a renewed interest in some rather unorthodox properties of such functions that might help illuminate several problems in logic, formal epistemology and practical philosophy as well.

The seminar will address all these different topics and try to bring together substantive philosophical discussions together with an introduction into the manifold formal techniques of Social Choice Theory. A special focus will be directed towards the relationship of Social Choice and Collective Intentionality and on newly developed uses of Social Choice methods within philosophical logics, as e.g. in the case of conditional logic, and the field of logic and probability. Another important topic should be the structure of choice functions. The main aim is to get a better understanding of basic structural traits of Social Choice models in rather different areas of philosophy.

The seminar is of interest not only to philosophers and students of philosophy, but also to logicians, economists and social scientists.
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