October 31 – November 04, 2011

The Church and its religious, political and social role in medieval Venice and her dominions
One of the characteristics of the history of medieval city-states is the close connection between religious or ecclesiastical and political issues. A city’s relationship to its Church tells much about the ‚mentality’ of its society. The cult of specific saints helped to enforce aims of the political elite or to cope with social problems; transferring – often stealing – relics from sanctuaries of other communities underlined the importance of one’s own city; members of the ecclesiastical hierarchy sometimes played a very concrete role in decision-making; laymen’s organizations, such as brotherhoods, acted as social and political hubs. The course will explore several cults of saints which were typical for Venice, such as the city’s patron Saint Marc, but it will also deal with the organization of the Venetian church, the recruiting and social standing of Venetian clergy, the coming of the Mendicant orders to Venice and their relationship with the political elites; of course we shall also look into the different roles of the Venetian scuole, and try to discover Venice’s religious politics in her dominions, e. g. the relationship between Latin and Orthodox churches in the Venetian stato da mar, or Venice’s role in the medieval crusades. The course will be based on a close reading of medieval texts in Latin and volgare; participants will be asked to prepare and present a short paper.
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