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Schleiermacher’s “Discourses on Religion”

Schleiermacher’s “Discourses on Religion” is a classic in modern history of theology and philosophy.

At the same time the text forms an outstanding example for the intellectual movement about 1800 referred to by “roman​ticism” and “idealism”. Schleiermacher is one of the leading figures besides Fichte, Schelling and the Schlegel brothers. He adds a theory of religion to philosophy and the theories of literature and art for the first time. He expounds a quite specific nature of religion, uncovered by metaphysics, moral or art and of primary importance compared with them.

The notion of religious consciousness is central, that is the unity of one’s self and feeling with the experience of the outer world as a whole. The religious consciousness is fundamental for all the other forms of an understanding of man and world.

It means – not least as a feeling or sensing – the presence of the universe, the whole of being; it shows itself as reli​gion(s) – in the manifold historic and individual as well as social appearances of religion'.
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