December 13 – 17, 2010
"The Orient" in the French and English Novel of the late 19th century

The Orient, as discovered in the Oriental Renaissance, became in the literature of the second half of the 19th century quickly a metaphor for the decadence of modernity and most prominently for an “abnormal”, “perverse” sexuality. This development became almost proverbial in Proust’s formula of an oriental colony the homosexuals would constitute wherever in the world they might be. 

In a first step, this seminar will set out to bring this oriental, often anti-semitic topology to the surface. In the French Novels, the oriental coding of the decadence of modernity remains usually implicit. To decode this implicit code, we will read Balzac, “Les illusions perdues”, Zola “L’ Argent” and “La Curée”, Maupassant “Bel-Ami” and Proust “Sodom et Gomorrhe”. George Eliot “Daniel Deronda” will then be read as a counter-discourse.
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