November 29 – December 03, 2010

Light on Judas

In Interdisciplinary Perspective

The discovery of the Gospel of Judas some time ago has created a new interest in this important figure in public. Judas as the „incarnation of evil“ who actually promotes the history of salvation by his alleged evil doing is an old topos of earliest Christianity. In course of time this figure got interpreted in different ways, reflecting anthropological insights and normative configurations of the respective times. Our seminar will reflect on the history of reception of Judas in European history of art (literature, fine art, music), philosophy and theology, comparing it with a parallel figure in Buddhist history (Devadatta). Thus, the whole concept of evil is at stake here. However, it will not be discussed on an abstract level only but in context of the respective social history (e.g. Christianity and antisemitism) and, systematically, in a reflection on evil and progress in myth and ritual in different cultural settings.

A reader will be distributed in summer so that participants can arrive properly prepared in fall. The seminar in Venice will focus on discussion of the academic books and articles on the background of our study of art, music drama and rituals which we will undertake while being in Venice. The seminar will have an interdisciplinary perspective as represented by the teaching staff taking part (Religious Studies, History of Art, Musicology, Literature of Antiquity).
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