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Venice as a Center of European Economy in the Late Middle Ages

The place of Venice in late medieval history is fundamentally connected with the city’s role in the economic exchange between Central Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean. Venetian galleys secured the transport of goods between the Mediterranean and Flanders; Venice was a favorite transit point for merchants and pilgrims from all over Europe on their way to the Eastern Mediterranean; political and ecclesiastical dignitaries passed through Venice in order to shop for luxury goods. Towards the end of the fifteenth century, the city rose to one of the most important places for the production of high-quality incunabula. In the streets of Venice, foreigners were a common sight, such as the German merchants who entered into a fierce competition for the leadership of the Fondaco dei Tedeschi, the visitors from Islamic countries who distinguished themselves so prominently by dress and turban, or the household slaves from Africa, Asia and the Caucasian region sold on Venetian marketplaces. The seminary will explore the central role of Venice in late medieval economy by a close reading of sources of all sorts, e. g. merchants’ registers, letters, financial documents, contracts, testaments, pilgrims’ guides; we shall chose Venetian as well as Northern documents in order to get as many impressions as possible of the multifaceted reality of Venice as a melting-pot of medieval cultures. Students who want to participate will be requested to prepare a short paper based on a first-hand knowledge of the relevant sources. 
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