September 27 – October 01, 2010
Embodied Mind – Embodied Language

The aims of this seminar are (a) to present the current state of the art in that branch of cognitive science that takes the human mind to be crucially shaped by its host, the human body, and (b) to discuss and to some extent explore the consequences of these assumptions and findings for the theory of language in general and simulation semantics in special (cf. e.g. Bergen and Wheeler 2009). 

Definite proof that at least some connections in our mind are embodied has given e.g. Daniel Casasanto (2009) by showing that the association between positive values and the right has side is turned into its opposite in left-handers. 

Students' projects will apply selected hypotheses from this domain to specific problems in their language of expertise. Part (a) will be taught by a renowned representative of the non-linguistic areas of the field. Further information will follow in due course.

Readings:

- Bach, Patric, and Dietmar Zaefferer. 2010."What exactly is the question-assertion distinction based on An exploration in experimental speech act theory." Hans-Jörg Schmid & Susanne Handl (eds.) 2010, Cognitive foundations of linguistic usage patterns. (zus. mit Patric Bach).

- Bergen, Bejamin, and Kathry Wheeler. 2009. "Grammatical aspect and mental simulation". Brain & Language.

- Casasanto, Daniel. 2009. "Embodiment of Abstract Concepts: Good and bad in right- and left-handers." J of Experimental Psychology: General 138. http://www.casasanto.com/Site/papers.html Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich.
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