September 20 – 24, 2010

Carlo Goldoni – Drammaturgia di Venezia

According to Goldoni his plays are gathered from the „libro del mondo“ just as well as from the „libro del teatro“ (so he describes his work in the Preface of the edition by Bettinelli). As a matter of facts, both can be related with Venice. Goldoni’s plays (may they be written for the comic opera or the stage of straight plays) are closely connected with the city streched in the Lagoon. „La Serenissima“ offers him an abundance of scenes of quotidian life; in the city’s wolrd-renowned theatres Goldoni also encounters the most up-to-date technical possibilities to realise with business acumen his advanced concept of performing arts.

In his Mémoires Goldonis presents his comedies as a dramatic revolution: His artistic treatment of Italian actual life and manners had not been given them before and had never been staged the way he did it prototypically in Venice. Though, staying there for a long period of his life, he developes more than the bare dramaturgy of the riforma. Of course plays like La bottega del caffé – speedily considered as classics – reveal the new standards for comic theatre, but yet La Pamela – written like La bottega during the stagione of 1750/51 – focusses on other priorities. How much the scale of Goldoni’s skills is expanded can be learned from his librettos (also written for the Venetian musical theatre): Goldoni deeply influenced the 18th century opera buffa; the teamwork Goldoni/Galuppi sets the benchmark for the later cooperation da Ponte/Mozart.

The excursion is planned to broaden and deepen the Proseminar on Goldoni and the related Übung. The participants will get acquainted with the complex myth of Venice (and the associated play of interests), will explore political and financial conditions of a great past, and will rconnoitre the theatre map of Venice to appreciate and range the strong recognition throughout Europe which the city gained. Rich materials can be found in the Marciana; it will be edifying to visit the reopened Teatro La Fenice or the Teatro stabile Carlo Goldoni.
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