October 26 – 30, 2009
Design and Philosophy

The philosophical foundations of design and architecture have been discussed since Vitruv’s seminal work, and specially deepened in Renaissance Italy by Alberti (15h ct.) and Palladio (16th ct.). Disegnio was understood as the most obvious expression of human creativity and self-enactment. Baumgarten’s work on aesthetic knowledge (18th ct.) focused on visual experience and the intellectual role of human senses. He laid the foundations for the modern interest in the interdependence between the sensual equipment and bodily structure of humans and design of objects and instruments of daily life and the human habitat. The seminar will, first, be dealing with those aspects of the history of design which are most visible in Venice, especially with Palladio. It will, second, refer to the foundations of design as discussed in the theory of art, and finally concentrate on the work and ideas of Otl Aicher (1922-91), founder of the Ulmer Hochschule für Gestaltung, graphic designer and architect.
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