September 21 – 25, 2009
Narrating the Present / Narrating Presence

The perception of the present seems to be the most immediate. But the attempt of determining the present exposes the concept as inaccessible, it permanently eludes. The present is only attainable as past or future present – and only by narration! This paradox of the present being only (re‑)presentable via narrative is apparent in our present time, as today the idea of the present keeps constantly expanding. To put it plainly: The present has never been as present as today.

The concept of presence forces problems of time, identity, culture and society. Perceptions of presence and of the present (e.g. in contemporary literature, movies, politics, as well as theories of presence) continuously move into the focus of cultural and media studies. The question of the presence of our present is at the very centre of these approaches. But since our present cannot be observed immediately, the question inevitably leads to narrations of presence.

The aim of the seminar is to discuss the assumption that presence depends constitutively upon narration. Following topics are planned:

1. Theories of presence: If presence depends upon narration, how is a theory of presence linked to literary theories?

2. Narrating time: How does narration create time?

3. Narrative forms: What narrative forms are characteristic for contemporary media?

4. The present today: What are the cultural specifics of our present time (globalization, internet, genetic engineering, terrorism, etc.)? How are they narrated in literature and other media?

5. Trans-mediality: How is narration modified by new media (blogs, computer games, social networks, etc.)?

6. Controversies: Has the capability of art to provoke controversies faded in the present? What controversies about art are being discussed today?

7. Recurrences: Why are there so many phenomena that reoccur in our present (e.g. realism, feminism or popular culture)?
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