November 05 - 09, 2007
The transformation of post-communist societies in Eastern and Central Europe – Media and Politics

This is an interdisciplinary seminar of political sciences and media studies which deals with post-communist societies in transformation. The idea is to strengthen interdisciplinary approaches and to widen students' approaches to a major topic. While research (and teaching) of comparative politics only recently begins to understand the relevance of “media in politics”, communication studies have not yet fully discovered the new democracies and hybrid regimes beyond the former “iron curtain”. Thus, the interdisciplinary approach will bring together two perspectives with different but compatible achievements as well as lacunae. In this context also a further collaboration with the Venetian university Ca’ Foscari is being planned in cooperation with Luca Pes (Assitant Dean of VIU). First negotiations have been very promising.

Prof. Fröhlich's part will focus on communication issues, media research and emphases like media systems and journalism in post-communist societies. Accordingly Prof. Stykow will enter the field from the political sciences' perspective. The aim is to find shared issues and to discuss various perspectives in joint sessions and study groups. Here we expect an additional perspective as input from colleagues and students from Ca’ Foscari.
The course will begin at LMU Munich with preparatory lectures on the introduction and basic knowledge about (1) international media Systems, and (2) the structures and processes of the development and transformation of political systems in Central and Eastern Europe, including political determinants of media systems (preparatory lectures by Professor Romy Fröhlich and Prof Petra Stykow). 

At VIU, the course will start with the following topics: freedom of media and journalism, the theory of democracy on roles and functions of free media and journalism, the freedom of information and opinion during democratization processes and its relevance for the maintenance of democracies. Different working groups will have to deal with basic requirements for the realization of freedom of media and journalism. Within this context the seminar will examine and compare different types of media systems in Western, Central and Eastern Europe. We plan to establish different working groups on various cases (case studies) like e.g. (1) UK and Germany, (2) Italy, France and Spain, (3) the new members of the European Union, (4) successor countries of the former Soviet Union (CIS countries) etc. The result will be contrasted with the US-American system of media and journalism, which so far has served as a role model for many Eastern European countries in transition. For example the United States has been very successful in establishing multifaceted networks of consultants (for media organizations, journalism educators, universities, unions, etc.) in Central and Eastern Europe. Thus the American system seems to be very important and influential for the whole transformation process of post-communist media systems and political systems.

To understand this process it is most important to learn more about the functioning of various types of political systems (keywords: democratic and non-democratic regimes, hybrid regimes, legacies of the authoritarian or even totalitarian past, “Samizdat” and “second society”, “Glasnost” and “Perestroika”, etc.). 

The seminar also deals with theoretical arguments and empirical findings about self-assessment, professional identity and role definition of journalists during democratization, the structural reforms of the media sector in terms of gaining independence from the state and the economic restructuring of the sector (e.g. privatization and commercialization, the media sector as high-profit industry, (media-based) oligarchs and the state: the Russian case, the Go-East of Western media organizations, media and political opposition in hybrid regimes, etc.).

The seminar’s central aim and educative objectives are

· to implement and practice international comparative approaches in research and teaching
· to show the benefits of cross-national comparative knowledge for future professional careers in media and politics

· to foster further international and interdisciplinary cooperation, exchange in research and teaching. 

· to create better chances and opportunities for the integration of international students’ experiences into our body of knowledge by offering a space for intellectual and cultural exchange which allows students from various countries to develop, introduce and discuss specific issues of their individual, cultural and political background. Respectively, this will allow our students to learn across national borders.

Requirements for creditors: 
Preparatory readings, preparation of a certain project / research question in advance of the seminar, presentation and handout (Power-Point), extended paper (approx. 5.000 words).
Please note: 
For creditors there will be a reader with central introductory readings which is obligatory. For VIU students we will send one copy to the VIU prior to the seminar.
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Date: Blocked seminar 05. – 09. November 2007 - Monday to Friday, 8.00-12.00, 13.00-19.00
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