September 18 – 22, 2006
The Secular and the Religious

The relation between the Secular and the Religious will emerge, by virtue of the much discussed return to religion, but more so by the so-called clash of civilizations, as the decisive political agenda for the next decades. The equation of a progress of modernity and the decline of the religious turns out to be the European exception. The paradigm of secularization shows signs of exhaustion: culturally, geopolitically and ideologically. 

One of the most influential models of the interplay between the Religious and the Secular has been elaborated in post-revolutionary France. "Laïcité" was the result of a cruel and bloody confrontation. It is a matter of vivid discussion today, whether "laïcité" is the outcome of a translation of religious figures – and thus is to be considered a pseudo-religious – or the post-revolutionary French state has secured for itself an authentically secular foundation.  

As the recent riots in the Parisian banlieues show rather drastically, it is certainly not the case that the model of laïcité, whose success depends on the integrative force of the French school, can be regarded as a universal model in that it is independent of historical and religious circumstances. In a first step, we shall examine the historicity of laïcité. We will pursue the question, whether the concept of laïcité, by turning its back on the Church, did not remain dependant on that very Church. In the case of France, laïcité would thus be no universal, but a specifically post-catholic formation. In a second step, the reasons for the actual crisis of laïcité will be examined. Finally, alternative models for the interplay of the religious and the secular shall be discussed.  
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