September 19 – 23, 2005
Medieval female mystics in the vernacular (13th century)

This course wants to attract attention to a phenomenon of European importance: female mysticism of the thirteenth century in the vernacular. Our discussions will deal with the personalities and the books of the four most excellent women in this context: for Germany with Mechthild of Magdeburg (ca. 1207 – ca. 1282) and her „Fließendes Licht der Gottheit“, for the Netherlands with Hadewijch (wrote between 1240 / 1260 as usually accepted) and her several works both in prose and verse, for France with Marguerite Porète and her „Mirouer des simples ames“ and last but not least for Italy with Angela da Foligno and her „Libro“ as well as her „Memoriale“.

These four women can be viewed as the most significant female representatives of the mysticism in the thirteenth century. Their spiritual activities were characterized by vernacular linguistic forms, and by new ways of understanding the relationship between God and the mystic. It is important, too, that the keen and some while as heretical suspected or even condemned claims of their mysticism were put forward by them as women, and especially as women, each of whom was not associated under a church-approved rule. 

The method of our course will offer sessions with general information about the four women’s lives (as far as known) and their works on one hand, and on the other we intend to concentrate discussions on the base of close reading representative chapters selected from all works of the four female mystics. A reader containing these texts in the original languages and, so far as available, in English and German translations will be prepared and dealed in time to the partakers of the course.
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