September 12 – 18, 2005
Travels in Southern Germany and Northern Italy in the Age of the Late Enlightenment
There are more than a few authors and books of interest concerning this topic, e.g. Nicolai father and son, Anselmus Rabiosus i.e. Wekkerlin, Lavater, Pezzl, Eggers, Arndt and last not least Casanova.

The texts describe the visited regions using all types of stereotypes and often in a satirical manner. To these authors, who come from protestant Prussian or Saxonian regions, southern territories seem to have been rather exotic countries. It will be a central aspect of the seminar to contrast different perspectives resulting from different points of departure. Furthermore the texts present a rich fund of all kinds of social and anthropological problems of the period before and after the French revolution. -  Books of travels have been a crucial object of germanistic and comparatistic studies for some decades now. We will continue this ongoing discussion.

VIU’s compact seminar is primarily designed for members of the Oberseminar. 30 out of the 56 members will participate for the whole week, another 15 for the weekend (16.–18. sept., discussion of the results). I’m pleased to say that we expect several special guests, too, among them Prof. Dr. Marianne Wünsch (Kiel) and Dr. Wolfgang Walliczek (München). Further participation on behalf of VIU is certainly very welcome. Conference languages are German, English, and Italian. I have personal experience in teaching at VIU.
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