November 01 - 12, 2004
“Stances of Topology” Kant, Heidegger, Wittgenstein and Contemporary Philosophy

This seminar is especially designed for the VIU and attempts to address students of different backgrounds in the humanities who are interested in a systematic exploration of the philosophical notion of a “topology”. This topic connects up with questions concerning the substantive and methodic character of philosophical inquiry as such, hence the course can be appreciated as a comprehensive introduction into paradigmatic problems and key methods in philosophy. 

The seminar will consist of two parts. Part 1 (week 1) will focus on the idea of a “topology of being” (“Topologie des Seyns”) which appears in the work of the later Heidegger as a way of characterizing the nature of his thinking. It will focus on Heidegger's emphasis, throughout his work, on ideas and images of space, place and topos. But how might this notion of a topology differ from, or even be continuous with, other movements within the philosophical tradition? For instance, how might the idea of topology stand with respect to the Kantian idea of the transcendental? What is its relation to what might be called Kant’s project of a “topology of metaphysics”? 

In Part II (week 2) the exploration of different senses of “topology” will encompass not only the work of Kant and Heidegger, but also contemporary thinkers from both the English-speaking 'analytic' and the European hermeneutic/phenomenological traditions. Special emphasis will be given to Wittgenstein’s “topological” metaphors (such as “the inner” and the “outer”) in his latest writings on the human soul as well as to topological features within the philosophy of Donald Davidson. 
Prof. Dr. Marcelo Stamm, Department for Philosophy, LMU
Prof. Dr. Jeff Malpas, School of Philosophy, University of Tasmania
VIU Campus – Isola di San Servolo

Contact: 

tel. 041.2719511

email: paola.guffanti@univiu.org 
