September 27 – October 01, 2004
The varied aspects of the art of Venice: from medieval times to the 15th century
Venice – the cultural melting pot city of the Mediterranean basin – offers to any art historians an excellent view into the study of different visual expressions of varied cultures and religious tendencies. Its characterization as the ‘Gate of the Orient’, though in some way exposing the clichés with which this city has usually been dealt during the centuries, retains some germs of truth. However, at the same time, the city has functioned as a ‘Gate’ to Byzantium and as a cultural bridge between the lands located over the Alps and the Mediterranean world. It is, perhaps, first and foremost the political and economic precocity that characterized Venetian history and which gave to the city its high important status. The active import-export Venetian trade in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance era, the status of the city as an independent sea republic, and its financial prosperity paved the way for artistic inspirations and creativity nurtured by feeling of freedom and strong consciousness. 

This seminar focuses on the reflections of Christian, Byzantine and Islamic arts in the visual language of Venice, from the medieval period up to the 15th century. The centre of attention in this course is put on two main periods: the medieval and the early Renaissance times. The early medieval period, which approximately begins with the transfer of the relics of San Marc to Venice in 827 and ended around the end of the 13th century, focuses on the history, architecture and art of the cathedral of San Marco and its treasury house. The second part of this course dealt with the early Renaissance period in Venice and discusses the art works, be that paintings or sculptures, made in Venice up to 1500.
In order to tackle this large spectrum of art tendencies in Venice, the concept and the content of this seminar is undertaken and carried out by four art historians, each of which an expert in a different artistic field relevant to the history of Venice. It is the hope of the organizers of this interdisciplinary seminar that the seminar will contribute to the understanding of the art and architecture of Venice in a more comprehensive manner and will encourage the dialogue between the different artistic penchants, while discussing its art.
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