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Christianity and Reason: 

Philosophy of Religion from Locke to Lessing

The relation between Christian faith and reason had always played an important role since the apologists of the ancient church. But at the end of the 17th century it became the central topic of the European Enlightenment. Inspired by Dutch Arminian theologians John Locke wrote his treatise „The reasonableness of Christianity, as delivered in the scriptures“ which marked the starting-point for English Deists like John Toland or Matthew Tindal. The seminary concentrates on the English discussion and its German reception. Figures like Leibniz, Wolff, Reimarus, Mendelssohn and Lessing will play a major rôle.
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