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Early Enlightenment and Protestant Theology: Descartes, Spinoza and Bayle
During the 17th century Protestant theology underwent a heavily change. One of the reasons for this was the fundamental shift in cosmology which also affected philosophy. Thus new philosophies beside the traditional Aristotelian philosophy arose. Because university theology was usually linked with the latter this caused severe conflicts between theologians and philosophers. The Republic of the Netherlands was a centre of the new thoughts and the controversies they created. The seminary concentrates on three philosophers: Descartes, Spinoza and Bayle. It asks how theological topics were changed by their influence thus preparing the way for the transformation of Protestant theology during the Enlightenment.
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