September 22 – 28, 2003
Traveling Cultures
Taking its cue from James Clifford’s celebrated 1992 essay, ‘Traveling Cultures ’, the 6-day seminar (4 hours per day) will examine a variety of discourses of displacement in the context of contemporary global movements of immigrants and refugees. Drawing on recent work in literary/cultural studies, sociology, anthropology, philosophy and political science, the seminar will assess the impact of such movements on modern metropolitan societies / cultures in Europe and elsewhere; it will also consider the disjunction between the utopian rhetorics of displacement surrounding such figures as the ‘diasporic community’ and the ‘migrant’ and the realities of oppression for many millions of the world’s displaced. The seminar, which will include without restricting itself to members of the University of Munich’s PhD program (Graduiertenkolleg) in postcolonial studies, will be structured around a series of key terms, each of which will provide a platform for intensive daily discussion. These terms are ‘exile and expatriation’, ‘cosmopolitanism’, ‘diaspora’, ‘multiculturalism’ and, last but not least, ‘immigration and refugees’. Sessions will focus in the morning on an in-depth discussion of the prescribed course readings; in the afternoon, participating students will have the chance to assess the applicability of the key terms to their own work, or to provide alternative/supplementary readings –e.g. taken from the current visual and print media—that are relevant to the seminar at hand.

DAY 1: Traveling cultures (readings by Clifford and Appadurai)

DAY 2: Exile and expatriation (readings by Said and Kaplan)

DAY 3: Cosmopolitanism (readings by Bhabha, Robbins and Brennan)

DAY 4: Diaspora (readings by Clifford and Safran)

DAY 5: Multiculturalism (readings by Modood and Taylor)

DAY 6: Immigration and refugees (readings by Chambers and Dummett)
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