November 16 - 23, 2002
Images of Christ in Venetian churches and museums 

A glance at the history of Christian art reveals that depictions of Christ are greatly manifold. They all want to give obvious access to the mystery of His person, access that is based on personal experience. In the process the language of art becomes a means of interpretation apart from preaching, liturgy, pastoral theology and dogmatics. Some paintings reveal their inner meaning to the beholder surprisingly quickly, whereas others call for extensive study. But of all the pieces of art it is quite often the unusual or even strange paintings that can lead us to the heart of faith in Christ. 

 With its variety and long tradition of Christian art, Venice offers an especially rich collection of illustrative material. The aim of this seminar is to help interpret paintings of different epochs regarding the history of theology and piousness, and to integrate them in pastoral work, preaching and spirituality that is in keeping with the times.
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