November 03 - 09, 2002
Rational Choice Theory in Sociology
Theoretical Contributions and Empirical Applications

Rational Choice Theory (RCT) has become a general theoretical approach in sociology. Recent progress in economics and game theory has triggered the theoretical development of RCT. 
The seminar will be concerned with important new ideas, concepts and questions of theory building. In addition, the seminar will illustrate empirical applications which cover very broad areas in sociology: marriage and divorce, fertility, consumer behavior, labor market processes, exchange in social networks, political decisions, nationalism. Again, we intend to cooperate with Prof Andreas Diekmann from University of Berne (Switzerland) who is a leading scholar in empirical research based on RCT.
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