October 27 – November 02, 2002
Overcoming History with God. Comparing theological forms of anti-historicism: Protestantism, Catholicism, Judaism (1910-1940)
After a period of latency, scholars within theology responded to a widely shared critical perception of historicism and began in the second decade of the twentieth century to develop concepts marking a relatively new start which can be – and very often are – seen as ‘anti-historicist’. The aim of this seminar is to discuss in depth not only prominent theological outlines but also those which have to date received little attention. This will also involve taking a look at theology’s ties with other academic disciplines, in particular philosophy. Beyond investigating such exemplary figures as K. Barth, R. Bultmann, P. Tillich, E. Peterson, F. Rosenzweig, G. Scholem and H. Hefele, attention will also be given to the work of E. Bloch and C. Schmitt, and to examining the basic traits and forms of ‘anti-historicism’ in order to critically reflect on the limits and consequences of this categorisation.
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