October 13 - 19, 2002
The Philosophical Discovery of the Other: Solicitation, Recognition and the Body in Fichte's Foundations of Natural Right
Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762-1814) is often portrayed -- or rather caricatured -- as the philosopher of theoretical egoism, a doctrine according to which everything has being and value only in relation to myself. In truth, Fichte was the first philosopher to accord systematic significance to the social requirements of all human thinking and acting. In the opening chapters of his Foundations of Natural Right (1796) Fichte develops the basic conditions for the possibility of socially based human rationality. At the center of this theory of interpersonality stands Fichte's account of the primal scene of society in which one individual issues to another one a solicitation (Aufforderung) to the free use of his or her reason resulting in the proto-legal relation of mutual recognition (Anerkennung) between individuals treating each other as free rational beings. In his account Fichte grants special importance to the human body (Leib) and its sensory constitution which functions as the vehicle for the exercise of reason in the corporeal world. The seminar will study the first hundred pages of Fichte's texts, analyzing its argumentative structure, doctrinal content and current philosophical interest.

Reading:

· Fichte, Foundations of Natural Right, ed. F. Neuhouser (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000); alternatively,

· Fichte, Grundlage des Naturrechts (Hamburg: Felix Meiner, 1991) or

· Fichtes Werke, vol. 3 (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1971)
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