September 15 – 21, 2002
German and Romance Chanson de Geste
The course will be dedicated to the comparing study of the so called German and the French Chanson de Geste. Within the last years the denotation „German Chanson de Geste“ has been more and more established among medievists of German philology meaning a group of German texts of the 12th and 13th centuries, which traditionally in most of the cases are running under the denotation „Spielmannsdichtung“. The reason for this change of terminology is the meanwhile commonly accepted problematic of the term „Spielmannsdichtung“ and the fact that at least two of the most important German texts, the Rolandslied of the Pfaffe Konrad and Wolframs of Eschenbach Willehalm are going back to French texts belonging to the genre of the Chanson de Geste as immediate sources. (Chanson de Roland and epics of the Cycle d’Guillaume, especially the Bataille d’Aliscans). The mentioned texts shall offer the main themes for discussions in the course. If possibly, in addition to them further German texts should be considered (the fragments of Graf Rudolf, the epics of Herzog Ernst, König Rother‘, the German Kaiserchronik and Stricker‘s Karl), among the Romance texts the Spanish Cid and Ariost’s Orlando furioso as example for the late Fortleben and change of the genre. 

The mode of questions of the course shall be devoted to the linguistic-stylistic features, to the typology and the themes of the narrative genre called chanson de geste. Under all these aspects the German texts are linked together and with the Romance ones, each of them (German and Romance) in its special manner. Within this frame problems of oral performance and written transmission, of textual variance and stability should be discussed, and moreover the historical embedding of the texts in their time (headword for example „pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela“ in connection with the Chanson de Roland). Last but not least the Biblioteca Marziana Venice presents the chance to inspect one of the most important manuscripts of the Chanson de Roland. We shall be obleged to get contact with the library and ask for a date to see the manuscript. 
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