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Christian Art in the context of religious experience
Due to our very positive experience and the great echo to the two passed classes "Cultural tourism as catechesis in faith"(1999) and "Between adventure and devotion" (2000) at Venice International University, a following class is supposed to continue the dialog between theology and art. Therefore, it shall be posed in a wider context with neighboring subjects, such as history of art. The main focus of our research is a possible practical application of our newly developed theories. It is centered around the question as to know if Christian art is relevant as an integrative moment of contemporary catechesis for pastoral theology and pedagogics, and contributes to fulfilling the Church’s task to spread the gospel.

It is quite evident, that Venice offers an ideal background for this field.

The class will be organized in three steps:

1. Aspects from the point of view of history of art, culture and church.

2. Aspects from the point of view of pastoral theology.

3. Aspects from the point of a pedagogical approach based on a personal, religious experience.

The developed theory will be put into practice in cooperation with experts (e.g. pedagogicians specialized in museums, priests, professional guides in museums and churches). The city of Venice and her monuments of christian art are, as they were the last years, an integral factor of our theoretical and practical work.
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