November 18 - 24, 2001
Rationality and Beyond

In the social sciences, Rational Choice Theory (RCT) is a central theoretical paradigm. It has been fruitfully applied to explain many economic, political and sociological phenomena. And, it has triggered extensive experimental research on the foundations of decision-making. The results of those experiments partly show the limits of current RCT and suggest refinements and extensions as offered by behavioral game theory as well as cognitive psychology. The course examines these suggestions from the methodological point of view. It also contrasts the newly developed approaches to decision-making with traditional RCT and asks for their relevance to sociological theorizing. Again, we co-operate with Prof. Andreas Diekmann from University of Berne (Switzerland) who is a leading scholar in empirical research based on RCT.

Approximate number of hours: 30 (five days)

Number of participants: 25-30
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