November 10 - 17, 2001
Gender in Greek and Roman antiquity. 
Ideal & reality in the relationship of men and women
(1) Course level


The course will be taught as a seminar for undergraduate students of Latin and Greek (language and literature) and of ancient history. It seems to us a regrettable fact that, at least at the undergraduate level, there has been only little communication between students of literature and students of history, although both subjects are inseparably interconnected. Thus interdisciplinary teaching is called for in order to provide the students with a broader basis for a satisfactory holistic exploration of the ancient world. 


It is one of the aims of our seminar to instruct students of literature in applying methods used by historians and to teach them how to make fruitful use of historical, epigraphical and archaeological evidence. This will enable them to understand and interpret e.g. poetry even better within its social, religious or historical background. On the other hand, students of history can profit immensely from philologically oriented methods such as close reading of original Greek and Latin prose and poetry, and literary interpretation. Basic historical and philological technical skills (e.g. reading an apparatus criticus or an inscription) will be taught in the introductory sessions.

(2) Contents


A second aim is to encourage students to advance the frontiers of their individual major subject. Therefore we have chosen a topic, which in particular requires an interdisciplinary approach: the relationship of men and women and the different roles they perform in Greek and Roman culture and society. Moreover, gender-related studies have received considerable interest of scholarship over the past thirty years (for a survey on women, see most recently Scheer (2000); for a select bibliography, see below), but have so far been neglected in teaching syllabuses of philologists in Germany. 


Since almost all information about women in antiquity comes to us from male sources (some fragmentary works of poetesses or private letters are the exception), we know little about women's perception of themselves and of their relationship with men. We shall investigate whether more ‘objective’ information can be provided by epigraphical evidence (funerary inscriptions), legal texts or iconography: are sources other than poetic (e.g. law court speeches) really nearer to real life than say drama, which has often been seen just as a fantasy? Some established views—like e.g. the so-called 'seclusion theory', which has recently been rejected—will be re-considered. Furthermore, our seminar will take a more general approach: we shall not focus on e.g. individual persons or festivals, but on the roles of women in religion, social life, education in comparison with that of men. Four main areas of human life (i love and marriage; ii art and education; iii cult and religion; iv socio-economic roles) will be investigated on the basis of various types of evidence, including literary, epigraphical and iconographical sources. It will be the aim to re-examine each type of evidence in order to discover what it can contribute in particular; whether there are discrepancies or correspondences between different types of evidence: do different sources reflect the interaction of the male and female in different ways? For details, see list of special topics (attached).

(3) Why Venice?


Venice seems to us an ideal site to bring students in touch with first-hand evidence: the Bibliotheca Marciana houses the most famous and valuable (and complete) manuscripts of Homer's Iliad. The Museo Archeologico, with its numerous inscriptions dating from different periods, provides the perfect environment for practicing the reading of epigraphical documents. 
(4) Course requirements


We will provide a reader on the basis of which students will be required (i) to prepare and study a given number of central original texts (at least in translation), articles and monographs (on the reading list); (ii) to focus on one special topic and deliver a paper (30 min.) in one of the sessions (for a list of special topics for papers, see p. 5f.). If any of them can be encouraged and motivated to do interdisciplinary oriented research in the future, maybe within this particularly important fields of Women's or Gender Studies, our seminar will have achieved its aim. 

List of special topics for papers:
(I)
Love and marriage

(1)
Historical topics
(a)
Roman marriage (different forms of marriage; legal status of husband and wife)

(b)
Roman marriage: nothing to do with a love-match (discussion of J.-P. Vernant's 
arguments)?

(2)
Literary topics
(a)
The social status of the beloved in Roman love elegy

(b)
Romantic love in Roman love elegy?

(c)
The relationship between the sexes in ancient comedy

(II)
Education: a man's prerogative?

(1)
Historical topics

(a)
Could Greek women read and write?

(b)
Education and literacy: only for hetairai?

(c)
Education and literacy: a woman' s praise? (funerary inscriptions)

(2)
Literary topics

(a)
Male and female style of poetry: Sulpicia's elegies in the Tibullan collection

(b)
Male and female style of poetry: Sappho and her male colleagues (Alcaeus, Anacreon)

(c)
Despite Plato: philosophical activities of women

(III)
Cult and religion

(1)
Historical topics

(a)
Priests and priestesses: do they perform different functions in different cults?

(b)
Gender-related rituals and cults: for women/men only!


— Greek religion: Demeter and Heracles


— Roman religion: Vesta

(c)
The roles of boys and girls in cult and ritual

(d)
Ancient love magic: really a woman's business?

(2)
Literary topics

(a)
Male and female language in ancient lament

(b)
Gods and mortals: the male and the female in the Homeric Hymns
(c)
The role of the female in the cult of Dionysus (Euripides' Bacchae)

(IV)
Images of men—images of women

(1)
Historical topics

(a)
Male and female virtues in Plato's Politeia
(b)
Male and female virtues in Roman funeral orations and funerary inscriptions (Laudatio Turiae; epitaph for Cornelia (Propertius IV, 11))

(c)
Images and their viewers: how did men/women respond to sculpted images?

(2)
Literary topics
(a)
Greek misogyny


— The beautiful evil: Hesiod's Pandora and Semonides' catalogue of women


— Was Euripides a misogynist?

(b)
Roman misogyny:


— Juvenal's 6th satire: about Messalina and others
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