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Recent Approaches to Comparative Syntax:
Role & reference Grammar and Optimality Theory

Typologically oriented syntacticians tend to count Role and Reference Grammar (RRG: Van Valin, LaPolla, Foley) among the most highly reputed approaches in comparative grammar. Theoretically oriented linguists, on the other hand, consider Optimality Theoretic Syntax (OTS: Grimshaw, Bresnan, Samek-Lodovici) as one of the most promising developments in that domain. In this seminar we will first acquaint ourselves with the basic tenets of RRG and the relevant typological findings, and then we will try to understand some of the latter in terms of OTS. i.e. in the light of universal constraints (preferences) and their different rankings. 
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