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Ernst Troeltsch and his intellectual environment. Conflicts, networks and intellectual politics at the Berlin University 1910-1925

Among the numerous discourses on the crisis of modern culture which preoccupied the European intellectuals of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century was not least the critical discussion “Of the Use and Disadvantage of History for Life” (Nietzsche). The historical consciousness of modern rationality, which had conquered all cultural-scientific disciplines by the close of the nineteenth century, was perceived as an ever-growing threat to the handed-down heritage of normative and cultural values which this consciousness had shown to be historically conditioned and therefore culturally relative. The Berlin philosopher of culture and theologian, Ernst Troeltsch, addressed himself to this ‘crisis of historicism’, the most detailed analysis of which is to be found in his 800-page philosophical magnum opus Der Historismus und seine Probleme (1922). On the basis of Troeltsch’s interpretation of historicism and its problems, the aim of this seminar is to take a look at the intellectual consequences of Troeltsch’s work and discuss the alternative ways of approaching and overcoming the problem of historicism.
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